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1litre blood loss from cancerous

ulcer on tongue, patient now stable

Sumati.Yengkhom
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A cancer patient wo-
uld have lost his life to severe
bleeding from a malignant ul-
cer on his tongue had it not be-
en for an emergency surgery.
By the time the patient was ta-
ken to hospital, he had lost11it-
re of blood from his tongue,
sendinghim intosevereshock,

The life-saving operation
later, the patient, Rakesh Tiwa-
ri, returned home and could
have food orally. Though such
surgeries were not uncomm-
on, they were usually planned
ones, said doctors.

Tiwari, a30-year-old driver
from Kidderpore, wasatarela-
tive’s place in Konnagar on Fe-
bruary6, when histonguestar-
ted to bleed late into the night.
With the bleedingnot stopping
forafew hours, hisfamily took
himtoNarayanaSuperspecili-
ty Hospital (NSH) in Howrah.
o It's the same hospital, where
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conduct an emergency free- :

flap surgery to save the pati- :

ent’s life. The entire tumour : ]
was removed and we reconst- :
ructed his tongue,” said Basu. |
A free-flap surgery is a micro-
vascular operation that:ensu-

lity of the tongue. As the onco-
logy team removed the affec-
ted tongue, the plastic surgery :
team rapidly harvested tissue :
from the thigh with its blood :
supply and transplanted itto :
themouthtorecreatethetong- :
ue. Withinsixhours, thesurge- :
ry and the reconstruction we-
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